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Student Testimony:  Ian Shepard 
 

I was baptized on Sunday, October 25
th
 2020 during the 

worship service at Christian Campus House by the pastor, 

Mark Pike.  Mark and I had several conversations over the 

course of the past year about baptism:  what it means, what 

it represents, if I felt ready.  Each time that we had a 

conversation, I felt more and more involved in my 

relationship with Jesus and He with me.  I have been 

reading my Bible every morning over breakfast and in Bible 

studies, having conversations in prayer, and applying His 

Word in my everyday life.  I realized that God is an essential 

part of my life as I have spent more time in His Word.  

I would like to give thanks to a few people who spent their 

time to plant seeds from years’ past, now coming to reap 

what they have sown for God’s kingdom. I would like to 

thank Mary Asante for inviting me to Christian Campus 

House in a time where I wanted to go to a church but was 

too afraid to go searching.  I thank Esther Ehrstine for being 

a lighthouse on a hill and showing me through example 

how to live like Jesus when I struggled to find peace.  I 

would like to thank Mark Pike for being my first spiritual 

mentor.  Lastly, I thank all my friends at CCH for giving me 

a place to worship, to learn, to grow, and for giving me 

support every day. 

Student Testimony:  Diana Martinez 

Being baptized has been something that I have thought of 

doing ever since I was 17.  I knew the meaning of it, but I 

wasn’t sure if I was committed to doing everything God 

wanted me to do.  After talking to Pastor Mark, I decided to 

get baptized in the place that I have grown so much in only 

3 months.  

I was genuinely so tired of feeling alone and heartbroken 

over events that took place at the beginning of 2020.  I 

toured Ball State back in February, and I tend to usually 

always give a little prayer before every college I had toured. 

The minute I stepped into the campus, I couldn’t help but 

just smile.  After many weeks of tears and frustration, it had 

been the first time I felt genuine happiness and that is when 

I knew Ball State University was the place God wanted me 

to grow.  

I did not know about the Christian Campus House until 

days before I moved to Muncie.  I love everyone here. I 

have made great friends and leaders.  I gained the love I 

have towards worshiping again and serving.  I have grown 

so much as a person, learning new things about myself, and 

learning about God’s love.  

Looking back to a year ago, I was broken.  I was in the 

darkest place, mentally.  I tear up every Sunday morning in 

worship because I see the effort I have made to get out of 

that darkest place in my life.  I feel so grateful God has 

shown me his unconditional love in every way possible.  I 

see it in my family, in my friends, and in the light through 

my windows every morning.  

I decided to get baptized on October 25, 2020.  My family 

came to Muncie, and my dad baptized me.  My dad has 

always been the one that led me to believe in God.  He was 

there when I needed a shoulder to cry on and reminded 

me that God had me here on earth for a purpose.  Having 

him baptize me was a beautiful moment; a moment that 

will always live in my mind. 
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Being Available for Students:  Thoughts from 

Elisabeth, A Sophomore 
 

When I first arrived at Ball State last year, I was like most 

other freshman- I didn’t really have a place.  I knew that I 

belonged to the university, I knew that I belonged to the 

marching band, but that was about it.  Even while 

belonging to these groups, though, I felt lost. I didn’t really 

have any friends.  I was at my dorm more often than not. I 

was part of a campus ministry, but I realized after a while 

that it just wasn’t for me. I wasn’t making connections in 

that ministry, and I was just going because I felt like I had 

to, not that I was enjoying it.  

I started coming to CCH in February of this year – right 

before the pandemic hit, but I didn’t start really building 

connections until this school year.  Since school has started, 

though, I have spent more time at CCH than I have in my 

own dorm.  I am always there doing homework, in small 

groups, or even just hanging out watching movies.  CCH is 

open basically all day and is just a safe place for students to 

come and hang out, to get away from the chaos of classes,  

and to be with people who truly care for each other. I have 

made friends this semester that I know will be lifelong 

friends.  

A few weeks ago, we had our Fall Festival. Many students 

stayed afterwards and played board games for a few hours, 

but one student and I stayed for a while longer.  We were 

listening to music, hanging out, talking, and we eventually 

decided that we would finish the soundtrack that we were 

listening to and then leave.  We never did finish the 

soundtrack.  Later in the night a group of students came in, 

around 1 in the morning. They were distraught, confused 

and expressed that they didn’t know where to go, but they 

saw lights on in the building and thought they’d test their 

luck and come in.  They told us that they were afraid 

because their friend had been seeing and hearing things for 

a long time, and they were worried that he might be 

possessed by something.  I want to point out that we are 

almost never at church that late. We were simply there 

finishing a few songs, and then planned on leaving.  [But 

God had a plan.]  We were there for a reason. We were 

able to minster to this group of students.  

After contacting Mark, I talked to them about Christ and 

what he has done for me in my life.  I told them about the 

miraculous works that He does and how He can release 

these spirits from their friend.  We were able to pray with 

them and just have a conversation on a level that showed 

that we were all equals.  That we were not better than  

 

 

 

 

anyone else, but we were all students.  

A few weeks before the event, I was on a prayer walk and 

was put out of my comfort zone, having to pray out loud.  I 

had never done this before.  I was super uncomfortable. 

However, when the students were in the building, I knew 

that God was telling me to pray for them.  If I didn’t, I would 

regret it later.  So I did.  I told them that I had never done it 

before, and it was nothing that I ever thought I would be 

comfortable doing, but I did. Since then, I am no longer 

afraid to pray out loud.  

The next day after the event, Mark had a conversation with 

all of them and told them that the answer to their questions 

was to go to church and to read the Bible.  I have recently 

caught up with Mark to ask about how the group of 

students are doing, and he said that they have been 

attending church regularly, and that the one individual has 

not heard or seen anything since.   

This is campus ministry.  This is what we are on campus to 

do.  We are here to minister to students who have come to 

campus and were in the same situation as me – they are 

lost and trying to find their place.  We are here to pray for 

others and show them what being a Christian while in 

college is really about.  It was absolutely a God thing that 

we were in the building when we were.  I can’t imagine 

what those students would have done if we weren’t.  

Christian Campus House is a place where students can 

really call home.  It is a safe place for students to come 

together and make friends and strengthen their relationship 

with Christ and with others who they can relate to. 

Attending Christian Campus House is honestly the best 

thing that has happened to me since starting at Ball State, 

and I am so glad that I decided to attend.  

 

 

Elisabeth at Fall Fest.  

She is dressed as 

Crutchie from her 

favorite musical 

Newsies  
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Park Benches 

As we were planning for this semester, we made an early 

decision to find a way to meet in person if Ball State 

students would be on campus. We decided not to be 

governed by what we can’t do. One of the key elements in 

our plan was finding ways to meet outside for worship, 

study and prayer. 

We asked Ball State if we could use the vacant lot east of 

the Campus House, they said yes. We purchased a large 

television to use during the Sunday morning worship 

services on the lawn. We figured out how to make sound 

and live streaming work outside. We bought folding camp 

chairs for students to use. We bought six benches for 

groups to use for meetings on the Campus House patio.  

In addition to the occasional fire pit, six benches have 

gotten a lot of use.  Communitea groups have meant 

outside along with Communitea mentor meetings and 

women’s ministry team meetings.  A Bible study small 

group met outside.  Conversations have taken place.  Pizza 

was devoured on the patio along with a homemade meal 

or two. 

We are committed to finding ways to connect students with 

the gospel of Christ, the Scriptures and Christian 

community. 

 

Fall Retreat 
 

Fall Retreat took place right here in Muncie.  Twenty 

students and staff gathered for a day to explore what it 

means to be a disciple.  We broke out into workshops at 

the White River Park as we explored ways to grow as a 

disciple. 

 

 
Above:  Students talking about worship through music 

 

 

Thoughts from a Freshman:  Hanna Cheek 

Being a freshman at BSU in the midst of all this chaos has 

made it difficult to find friends and build a sense of 

community for myself here, but there has been one light at 

the end of the tunnel, and that’s been the Christian Campus 

House.  I came to several events at CCH during welcome 

week and immediately felt at home.  Now that we’re almost 

through the first semester, I have become part of the 

hospitality team here, and I am currently up for [leadership 

council] vice president.  CCH has become a second home 

for me.  I spend most of my time here, whether it be for 

Bible study, women’s ministry, Sunday service, or just 

hanging out with friends and getting some homework 

done.  I am really excited about my future here at Christian 

Campus House, and I am so happy I found such a great 

community here. 

.  

 

Above:  Abby Deno, Regan Younker, and Hanna Cheek 

 

Freshmen Connections 

The three ladies above represent a small core of freshman 

who met via social media this summer.  Abby was coming 

to Ball State University and recognized that this year would 

be difficult time to form friendships.  She reached out to 

fellow freshmen and formed a social media account.  

Although they learned about each other over the summer, 

the Christian Campus House is where they would meet for 

the first time.  Many times this group will be heard in the 

Loft playing ping pong or chatting as they complete their 

online classes and their homework projects. 
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Fall Semester 2020 
 

The semester is quickly coming to a close.  Thanksgiving break 

is the beginning of virtual classes for the rest of the semester.  

For students who will remain in Muncie or who will return to 

Muncie after Thanksgiving, we will have two more Sunday 

services here at the Campus House during the month of 

December.  Pray for our students as they finish the semester. 

 

Financial Picture 
 

As we head into the final month of 2020, we are grateful for 

how God has provided for the ministry.  In this uncertain time, 

friends of the ministry have continued to bless us.   

 

As you can see on the chart below, our income through 

October is $13,338 below our expected budget for ten months 

if you subtract the grant received through the Payroll 

Protection Program (PPP). We are asking God to provide funds 

to close that gap and finish the year in the black in terms of 

the budget planned for 2020. We are encouraged that we 

have been able to hold our expenses below our projected 

spending for the year. 

 

As we approach the end of 2020, we wait expectantly for 

God’s provisions.  Our prayer is that we finish in the black with 

income exceeding expenses as if we had received no PPP 

funds.   

 

As 2021 approaches, a transition fund has been started and we 

continue to pay off the Beechwood mortgage.  At this time, 

the mortgage is less than $20,000. 

 

January through October 2020 Operating Fund 
 

 

 

 

Giving to the Ministry 
 

Your prayer and financial support provides students with the 

opportunity to find a family away from home, to grow 

spiritually, and to learn to lead.  There are multiple ways to 

bless the ministry through your gifts: 
 

Mail Your Check to 

Christian Student Foundation 

1411 W Riverside Avenue 

Muncie, Indiana 47303 
 

Online Giving 

Go online at www.ballstatecampushouse.org 

Click on the “Give” link on the home page 

Then click on the “donate” button 
 

By Bill Pay 

Each bank is different in their bill pay system.  Through your 

bank, you may enter the person or company you want to pay 

and the service sends your funds electronically or prints out a 

paper check and mails it to the payee. 
 

Ball State Foundation 

Gifts made through the Ball State Foundation are eligible for 

matching gift programs.  Contact your employer to find out if 

they participate. 
 

Indiana residents can receive state tax credit on gifts made 

through the Ball State Foundation.  Indiana credits 50% of gifts 

up to $400.  Example:  a gift of $100 provides credit of $50 
 

 Make your check payable to the Ball State Foundation 

 Write number 7506 on the memo line of your check 

 Send your gift to the CSF office 
 

Community Foundation of Muncie & Delaware County 

Gifts made through the Community Foundation are part of our 

Legacy Fund.  The Legacy Fund will be used to continue the 

efforts of our Lilly Endowment grant which provides for 

ministry assistant stipends as well as scholarships for the 

National Student Conference and retreats. 
 

 Make your check payable to CSF 

 Write Legacy Fund on the memo line of your check. 

 Send your gift to the CSF office 
 

Estate Planning 

After providing for their families and loved ones, our 

supporters may want to put the Christian Student Foundation 

in their estate plans, thus helping to assure the long-term 

future of this work.  Contact our office for more information.  

Consult your attorney and a financial advisor about your estate 

plan. 

Contributions Jan.-Oct. Actual Jan.–Oct. Budget 

Churches  95,265.35 104,167.00  

Individuals  70,519.22 80,000.00  

Pathways Grant  8,333.33 8,333.33  

Rent  26,780.50 21,667.00  

Other  3,263.42 3,333.00  

PPP 30,200.00  

Total Income  234,361.82  217,500  

   

Expenses Jan.-Oct. Actual Jan.–Oct. Budget 

Student Programs  9,397.30 7,500.00  

Staff 145,934.38 137,500.00  

Facilities 44,368.72 51,666.67  

Administration  14,886.77 19,833.33  

Total Expenses  214,587.17 216,500.00  

   

Net Income  19,774.65 1,200  
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